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i Over the’ loudspeakers to the huge parly; Soviet GNP has declined in growth fronts 
[Congress in- Moscow Nikita. Khrushchev8.5- percent in 1958 to “an abnormally low ; 
, boasted, "'The Soviet Union intends to out*, rale of 2.6 percent in 1963’ (the latest year-| 
(strip the United Slates economically. . '. ."(available). ■ ’ > 


uip uiv umieu otet 

The roly-poly leader' told. the U.S.S.R. as! ' A ? ld * hc United Stales economy has shak- 1 




ivn.TTpui,) lltciuv.l tWJU -Ult P.w, _ . n t ' a • 

[he launched the latest seven-year plan: lt!i lethargy; It was- 3.4 percent in 1963, ? 
“After the completion of the plan we will ' al 'd now it is in its 53d month of unimer-g , 
probably need about five .more years toj 1 ' u P'- cc l advance. . ff'f 

.catch up with and outstrip the United States, Tllc n(! "' figures do not contradict those), 
in indcpendcnt outpul lof 1958. Mr. Dulles had a lot to worry about ^ • 

!< “Thus,” he added, “by that time (1970),;**. ^ l J i , . nc * -• '. 

;or perhaps' even sooner, the Soviet Union lff 3t,0 . ns . ’? s , • , .. * tt c c t> j s i’. 

•will advance to first place in the world bothi sei:on H d > uidustria 1 nation, the U.S.S.R. is| , 

tssMT-”' pro,luc .“ !m -* in »— * 8 %rs^ i 

_. . agonizing as ever. And Mr. Kluushchev isd . 

! Preposterous!. Central Intelligence Direc-j () “ t s ; 

■ lor Allen Dulles said^o/Noyi.13, 1959, testi-i -^[g nt;W s [ a f[ s tudy is packed with quiet, .i ’ 
fying before a congressional joint economic: co]orlcs fascinaling details. The U.S.S.Rj '. 
subcommittee. And yet Mr Dulles was . wor. has „ 8 percent as many sewing machines £ 
;ned. He had brought to the committee, he as thc Unitcd states, and 1 percent as many;, ' 
isa.d, the best information aymlaWe and. the aulomo biles. It gels only 22.3 bushels of ? 


,CIA had tried to weigh it “without prejui .tTthe acre! while the United States ij 


dice.’ 


■ gels 67.6. It has 21 doctors per 10,000 per- 


i Soviet economy Was thundering ahead.' . 60ns • while the United States has .14. Its 4 
United States economy was faltering. In., birth and death rates are respectively 19.7 t 
;1913 Russia .was sixth or seventh among j ar ,d ^ pe r 1,000 population (in 1964) while: 
.[industrial nations. Now it was second. ln-j'the United States figures were .21.3 and 9.4. ' 

. jduslnnl growth was 8 or 9 percent, maybe!. statistics simply tumble out of the report.' 

(higher. By contrast thc United States was;,- (“Current Economic Indicators for the. 

' .!in a recession; its annual rate of growth, u.S.S.R.,” 55 cents, Superintendent of 
. jin 1953 was minus 1,2 percent. “Soviet:. Documents, Washington, D.C.) No less than' 
;GNP (gross national product) has beoh 642 sources are cited, mostly Russian. ( . 
• growing twice as rapidly as that of the', SovieL population-229.1 million, Jan. 1,! 
lUnited States over the past, eight years,” . 1%5; 53 percertt uV ban.' (It was 39 percent 1 
(Mr. Dulles reported. urban in . 1950 .) Because of farm inefficiency, 

l . e i n e m ber tlie s °m ber mood as lie, fin- the Soviet is forced into a bread, grain and 1 
fished, -If Soviet industrial _£rowth-‘-Der&ists_; potato economy ; what it yea'yris, for is Amer-! 

ica’s corn-hog economy. Most of Russia lies. 
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[ at 8 or 9 percent per annum over thc next 


[decade as is forecast,” he concluded, "the 
■gap between ouv two economies by 1970 will 
| be dangerously narrowed unless our own 
industrial growth rate, i'si substantially in- 
i' creased from the present pabc.” ’ 

j' Well — whait happened? 

;• Two. things happened a^s now reported by 
.careful staff economists .of thc same con 


| gressional committee, in ■ a.,220*pago study, 
Siust.reIetfnodrjiil'i',tk;-i .v.' .j .- .:.. ■, '. lL : .< .. 
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north of the latitude that divide's the United 
States and Canada. Growing season is short/?, 
Here’s a tabic showing “Soviet per capita' 
consumption as a percent of United States;**-; 
— the U.S.S.R. has only 5.3 percent of Amer-’, 
ica’s canned goods; uses only 26.5 percent';, 
as much footwear, but on use of potatoes"' 
the figure is 234.4 percent, on alcoholic 
beverages— 294.9 percent. .« h.j 

At least half of all Soviet, .urban families': 
Shave to share kitchens and other facilities- . 
'with neighbors in the apartment. Housing; 

• congestion . is terrible,, though improving i*. 
There were 3.43 persons per room ip' 1950,1 

!;novv it’s down to 2.55. ,'■ < 

> In short, the U.S.S.R. is caught between, 

I growing demands and tightened resources'. -' 
[The report says, “The regime cannot simu]- ; 
[taneously upgrade living standards,' main* ; 
tain a. rapid growth rate, and match the! 
United States in aerospace and nuclear! 

T Ete0$)£!0d>99s 9 ?'Histor*i. 

* awaits the, l n-vi • 
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